6S                                   PLAISTED                       [June 1750
which begins on June the i2th, the day when the caravan
began its march from Lassar1 to Chubdar: as for my own
part I set out early in the morning for Zebar2, a village about
three hours ride from Busserah, having sent all my things
thither yesterday, and was forced to take up my lodging in
a mean dirty house, where I waited three days. Here the
merchants are supplied with camels for carriage.
June the i$th. We set out at half an hour past eleven for
Chubdar3, the place where the caravan was to rendezvous.
We had scarce advanced half a mile in the road before my
cajavas broke down. However, they were soon set to rights
again, and we overtook the caravan about four; having had
a spice of strong north-west wind, which was excessive hot
by blowing over the burning sands of the barren desert. It
had a bad effect upon my eyes, for it made them so sore
I could hardly see, though I had covered them with muslin
by way of prevention. Here I met with Mynheer Canta, his
clerk, and Padre Prosper. At this place there is water, and
the ruins of four small forts, but no inhabitants. Here I
would have the reader take notice once for all, that I intend
to distinguish the days on which we proceeded on our
journey from those in which we were encamped, and to set
down the number of the former at the end of each day's
march, that the distance from Bassora to Aleppo may more
readily appear. Thus on this day we are about half a day's
journey from Busserah.
June the i6th. At half an hour past six in the morning the
caravan began to move, and we were soon joined by the
Mufti4, who was travelling to Bagdad. I judge the whole
number of our camels to be about two thousand, and I was
1 Read * the caravan from Lassar began to march to Chubdar/ Lassar
is El Hasa in Arabia, where the camel convoys originated (see p. 93).
8 Zubair.
3 Kuwaibda. It seems to have been the usual rendezvous for out-
going caravans. Delia Valle records that' an Arabian Sceich resided there
who receives a Gabel [baksheesh] for the Caravans and Burdens that
pass that way/ In those days it was* a town/ Capper, who passed through
it eight years after Plaisted, at the time of the Persian occupation of Basra,
records it as a village which had been ruined by the Persians. Taylor in
1789 found it still deserted.
* Mufti: doctor of (Islamic) law.